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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
Directorate of Intelligence 

21 February 1968 

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM 

Communist Units Participating in Attacks 
During the Tet Offensive 

30 January Through 13 February 1968 

Summary 

A review of field reporting since the start 
of the current Communist offensive indicates that 
approximately 58,000 Communist main and local 
forces were committed in attacks on urban areas 
and military installations through 13 February. 
(For detailed data on forces available and engaged 
in the Tet offensive, see Appendixes A and B.) 
Of this total, about 37 percent were North Viet­
namese Army (NVA) troops and another 29 percent 
were Viet Cong (VC) main force troops. The 
remaining 34 percent consisted of VC local forces 
which had been reinforced for the attacks by the 
upgrading of local guerrillas. On the basis of 
MACV's latest order of battle of 115,000 men, the 
Communists would appear to have committed about 
50 percent of their regular forces to the attacks. 

If the reported losses of 32,500 killed in 
action and 5,500 detained applied solely to the 
VC/NVA regular forces, the Communists would have 
lost more than 65 percent of the forces committed 
to the Tet offensive. This would have been a devas­
tating blow. However, there are a number of 
pieces of evidence which suggest that such an 
interpretation would overstate the Communist 
manpower drain. 

First of all, VC/NVA forces participating in 
the offensive were augmented by numbers of 

Note: This memorandum was produaed by CIA. It 
was prepared by the Offiae of Eaonomia Researah 
with the assistanae of the Vietnamese Affairs 
Staff and aoordinated with the Offiae of Current 
InteZligenae. It analyzes developments reported 
through 13 February 1968. 

SE~ 
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CENTRAL INTELL IGENCE AGENCY
Directorate of Intelligence'

21 February 1968

INTELLI GENCE MEMORANDUM

Communist Units Participating in Attacks
During the Tet Offensive

30 January Through 13 February 1968

Summary

A review of field reporting since the start
of the current Communist offensive indicates that
approximately 58,000 Communist main and local
forces were committed in attacks on urban areas
and military installations through 13 February.
(For detailed data on forces available and engaged
in the Tet offensive, see Appendixes A and B.)
Of this total, about 37 percent were North Viet—
namese Army (NVA) troops and another 29 percent
were Viettzong (VC) main force tr00ps. The
remaining 34 percent consisted of VC local forces
which had been reinforced for the attacks by the
upgrading of local guerrillas. On the basis of
MACV's latest order of battle of 115,000 men, the
Communists would appear to have committed about
50 percent of their regular forces to the attacks.

If the reported losses of 32,500 killed in
action and 5,500 detained applied solely to the
VC/NVA regular forces, the Communists would have
lost more than 65 percent of the forces committed

35(0)

or.- w...

to the Tet offensive. This would have been a devas—
tating blow. However, there are a number of
pieces of evidence which suggest that such an
interpretation would overstate the Communist
manpower drain.

First of all, VC/NVA forces participating in
the offensive were augmented by numbers of

Note: This memorandum was produced by CIA. It
was prepared by the Office of Economic Research
with the assistance of the Vietnamese Affairs
Staff and coordinated with the Office of Current
Intelligence. It analyzes devel0pments reported
through 13 February 1968.
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Table 3 

Communist Fo~ces Available§;/ 

Total I Corps II CO:r]S III Corps IV Corps 

224~ 63,200 57,500 54,100 49,700 

)> NVA vc NVA vc NVA vc vc )> 
1:g - "O 

"O ..., ..., 
0 26..i2.Q.Q. 36,300 17,79..Q 39,800 11,000 4J,100 49,700 0 < < CD CD 
C. C. - 10,600 14,100 17,400 -0 Maneuver 100,700 21,900 10,100 9,500 17,100 0 ..., ..., 
;:a ;:a 
CD 

14,500 Boo Boo CD 
CD Combat support 5,000 700 3,500 1,500 2,200 CD 
Q) Q) 
CJ) CJ) 
CD 

7,600 16,200 8,300 CD .. Administrative service 37,700 100 5,500 I\) I\) 
0 0 ...... en 1© co Guerrillas 71.,600 17,400 23,400 7,600 23,200 -- ti::! I 0 0 

�~�~� 
...... 

�~� 0 a. As reported in MACV's MJnthly Order of Battle Summary, l November through 31 Decemoer 1967. �~� 
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Table 3

Communist Forces Awailable g/

Total I Corps II Corps

22h,500 63,200 57,500

NVA VC NVA VC

26.900 36,300 17,7cp 39,800
100,700 21,900 10,600 1u,100 10,100

14,500 5,000 700 3,500 800

37,700 7,600 100 5,500

71,600 17,u00 23,u00

III Corps IV Corps

5u,100 #9,700

NVA V0 V0

11,000 h3,100 h2,100

9,500 17,100 17,h00

1,500 2,200 800

16,200 8,300

7,600 23,200

a. As reported in MACV‘S monthly Order of Battle Summary, 1 Nbvember through 31 Decem er 1967.
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Table 4 

Estimated Communist Main and Local Forces 
Identified as Attacking Urban Areas and Military Installations 

Total I COEJ2S II Cor12s III Cor12s IV Corps 

North Vietnamese 21,500 9,800 11,700 

Viet Cong 36,100 .6,200 6,200 10,300 13,400 

Main :i:-orce 16,800 2,400 3,900 6,000 4,500 

Local force 19,300 3,800 �~� 2,300 4,300 8,900 

Total 57,600 16,000 17,900 10,300 13,400 

a. Including 1,500 unidentified troops, believed to be Viet Cong local 
force. 
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Table h

Estimated Communist Main and Local Forces
Identified as.Attacking Urban Areas and.Military Installations

North Vietnamese

Viet Cong

Main iorce

Local fOrce

Total

12221..
21,500

36,100

16,800

19,300

57,600

I 0032s

9,800 11,700

6,200 6,200

2,900 3,900

3,800.9/ 2,300

16,000 17,900

II Cores III CorEs

10,300

h,300

10,300

IV Corps

13,900

h,500

8,900

13,h00

a; Including 1,500 unidentified troops, believed to be Viet Cong local
force.

SIS



Table 5 

Casualties and Weapons Losses~ 

' 
Total I Corps II Corps III Corps IV Corps 

Total friendlz casualties 

Killed in action 
1a:r~5 

1,186 5~ blTI. 2,Ht Wounded in action 4,788 l,788 21.TIQ 

)> United States )> "O 
"O "O ..., "O 
0 ..., 
< Killed in action 1,073 524 120 346 83 

0 
CD < 
C. 5, l~88 2,686 605 1,787 410 CD Wounaed in action C. -0 -..., 0 ..., il I Soath Vietnamese ;:a 

CD 
co el I-' Killed in action 2,245 638 363 775 469 Q) 

�~� N CJ) 

Wounded in action 8,373 1,986 1,132 3,491 1,764 CD 
I\) 

�~� '""l I 
I\) 
0 ...... co Third-nation forces co --0 --...... 0 -- ...... 

I\) Killed in action 65 24 16 --I\) 23 2 I\) 
I\) 

() Wounded in action 259 116 51 92 0 () 0 
I\) 0 
co I\) 
...... Communist casualties co 
I\) ...... 
I\) \ 

I\) 
0, I\) 

-J Killed in action 32,549 10,592 5,539 11,195 5,223 
0, 
-J 

:qetained 5,528 2,255 1,693 Boo 780 

Enemy weapons losses 

Individual 7,967 2,049 1,672 2,653 1,593 
Crew served 1,227 496 177 315 239 

a. As reported by MA.CV as or 13 February 1968 (Saigon time). 
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Table 5

Casualties and weapons Losses a/

Total friendly casualties

Killed in action
WOunded in action

United States

Killed in action
wounded in action

South Vietnamese

Killed in action
wounded in action

Third-nation forces

Killed in action
wounded in action

Communist casualties

Killed in action
_Qetained

Enemy weapons losses

Individual
CreW'served

Total

$13,136

1,073
5,h88

2,215
8,373

65
259

\

32,5“9
5,528

7,957
1,227

I Corps

638
1,986

2h
116

105592
2:255

2,0h9
A96

II Corps

Egé.1,188

120

363
1,132

23
51

5:539
1:693

1,672
177

III Corps

3M6
1,787

775
3,491

16
92

11,195
800

2:653
315

IV Corps

6%
83

#10

169
1,761+

5,22
780

1:593
229

a. As reported by MACV as of 13 February 1968 (Saigon time).
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APPENDIX B 

List of Provincial and District Capita1s Attacked 
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�~� 
I Corps 

Ci ties Attacked, Communist Uni ts Identified, and 
Their Strengl!Jhs, by Province y 

Communist Uni ts 
Identified in Attacks 

City in Province 

Quang Tri 

Quang Tri City "E/ 812th NV A Re_gt • 
Cam Lo 9./ 1st Bn, 8o3rd NVA Regt, 
Hai Lang 9./_ 1st Bn, 270th Regt. 
Mai Linh "ij 5th NVA Regt, 
Trieu Phong �~� 27th Ind, NVA Bn, 

3 u/I Bns, 

Total 

Thua Thien 

Hue City JI Hue Munici]?al Unit 
Phu Loe C ( Hue. Sapper Bn. ) 

8oOth VC Bn, 6th WJA Regt, 
4th WA Regt, Ind, 

Total 

Quang Nam 

Da Nang (Auton City) 
Hoi An City "Ef R-20 VC LF Bn, 
Dien Ban 9./ V-25 VC LF Bn, 
Hi.eu Nhon �~� 3rd Bn, 31st Regt, 341 NVA Div. 
Duy Xuyen JI 3 U/I Co's - est. 
Hoa Vang c Poss els GK 31 AA Bn WA Ad Bn. 

Total 

- 14 -

�~� 
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Estimated 
Strength 

2,600 
500 
350 

1,34-o 
300 

1,200 

6,290 

225 
300 

2,000 

2,525 

400 
4oo 
500 
300 
400 

2,000 

Approved for Release: 2019/01/22 002912257W
I Corgs

Cities Attacked, Communist Units Identified, and
Their Strengths, by Province _a/

Communist Units
- Identified in Attacks Estimated
City in Province Strength

Quang Tri

Quang Tri City 3/ 812th NVA Regt. 2,600
Cam Lo 3/ let Bn, 803m NVA Regt. 500
Hai Lang 3/ lat Bn, 270th. Begt. 350
Mai Linh 3/ 5th NVA Regt. 1,3140
Trieu Phong 3/ 27th Ind. NVA 1311. 300

3 U/I 13115. 1,200

Total 6 z 290

Thua Thien

Hue City b Hue Municipal Unit
Phu Loc c (Hue Sapper En.) 225

800th vc En, 6th NVA Regt. 300
lNah NVA Regt. Ind. 2,000

Total 2: 525

Quang‘ Nam

Da Nang (Anton City)
Hoi mi City '3/ 3-20 vc LF Bn. 1:00
Dien Ban 3/ v—25 vc LF Bn. 1100
Hieu Nhon 3/ 3rd Bn, 3lst Regt. 3111 NVA Div. 500
Buy Xuyen c 3 U/I Co's - est. 300
Hoe. Vang c Poss els GK 31 AA Bn NVA Ad Bn. 1100

Total 2 2000

-14-
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�~� 
I Corps 

Cities Attacked, Communist Units Identified, 
and Their Strengths, by Province '.!:./ 

( Continued) 

City 

Tam Ky City EJ 

Quang Ngai City E/ 
Binh Son £1. 
Son Tinh "'§/ 
Nghia Hanh£/ 
Mo Due~ 

Communist Units 
Identified in Attacks 

in Province 

Quang Tin 

72nd VC LF Bn. 
21st NVA Regt. 
70th VC MF Bn. 
V-12 VC LF Co. 
V-13 VC LF Co. 
V-16 VC LF Co. 
74th VC LF Co. 
78th VC LF Co. 
F. 105 VC LF Co. 

Total 

Quang Ngai 

48th VC LF Bn 

4olst Sap Reg. & Sub Bns 
4o6 Sap Bn. · 
120th Mont. Bn. 
107th M Bn. 
405th Sap Bn. 

81st VC LF Bn. 

Total 

Estimated 
Strength 

300 
1,500 

4oo 

500 

400 

1,700 
( 450) 
( 400) 
(400) 
( 450) 

360 

2,460 

a. Identifies all province and district towns reported attacked 
during the Tet offensive. Communist units identified in the attacks 
do not necessarily correspond to the cities and towns as listed, 
b. Province capital. 
c. District capital. 

- 15 -
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I Corps

Cities Attacked, Communist Units Identified,
and Their Strengths, by Province a/

(Continued)

Communist Units
Identified in Attacks Estimated

City in Province gtrength

Quang Tin

[Ram Ky City ‘9/ 72nd vc LF Bn. 300
2lst DNA Regt. 1,500
70th vc MF Bn. #00

- v-12 vc LF Co. “
v-13 vc LF Co.
v-16 vc LF Co. r- 500
"(hth vc LF Co.
78th vc LF Co.
F0 105 vc LF Co. J

Total {in «1 O o

Quang Ngai

Quang Ngai City p/ 1+8th vc LF Bn uoo
Binh Son 3/ - ‘
Son Tinh E/
Nghia Hanh 3/ hOlst Sap Reg, 8:. Sub Bus 1
Mo Duo 9/ 1106 Sap Bn. (

120th Mont. En. (
107th AA Bn. (
h05th Sap Bn. (

8131; VG LF Bn. 36

Total 2 2 1+60

a. Identifies all province and district towns reported attacked
during the Tet offensive. Communist units identified in the attacks
do not necessarily correspond to the cities and towns as listed.
b. Province capital.
c. District capital.

SE
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II Corps 

Cities Attacked, Communist Uni ts Identified, 
and Their Strengths, by Province y 

Communist Units 
Identified in Attacks 

City in Province 

Kantum 

Kontum City E/ 4th Bn, 24th NVA Regt. 
Dak To 9../ 6th Bn, 24th NVA Regt. 

66th IWA Regt. 
40th Arty Regt. 
2nd Bn, 174th NVA Regt. 

Total 

Pleiku 

Pleiku City E/ 4o7th VC Sap Bn 
Le Trung 9../. Hl5 VC LF .Bn 
Thanh An"'§/ 408th VC Sap Bn 

4th Bn, 95B NVA Regt. 
5th Bn, 958 NVA Regt. 
Hq & Spt Bn NVA Regt. 
32nd NV A Regt. 
200th VC Arty Bn 

Total 

Tuien Due 

Da1.at City pj c-809 vc LF co. } 
C-810 VC LF Co. 
C-610 VC LF Co. 
2 Co's, 145th NVA Regt. 

Total 

- 16 -
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Estimated 
Strength 

~-35 
335 

1,560 
1,000 . 

220 

3,550 

500 
400 
360 
475 
375 
500 

1,600 
400 

4,610 

210 

150 

360 

1-..".':.'..i.l '.'. "i .. -
_‘. .'."'I.:. .311; l.“.'.. ‘ .l'.

_. 1} 21:.._.i

'--'.~.!.' .'....-_.- -
' .. ..' ... = .31. .__ f“ ._ ..'

' ai'..'.. I. .I'.: .

W
II Corp};

Cities Attacked, Communist Units Identified ,
and Their Strengths, by Province 3/

City

Communist Units
Identified in Attacks

in Province
Estimated
Strength

Kontum City 2/
Dal: To 9/

Pleiku City 13/
Le Trung 3/
Thanh An 3/

Del at City 3/

Kontum

11th Bn, 211th NVA Regt.
6th Bn, 211th NVA Regt.
66th mm Regt.
l10th Arty Regt.
2nd Bn, 1’?c NVA Regt.

Total

E eiku

h07th VC Sap Bn.
HlS'VC LF.Bn
1.l08th VC Sap En
11th Bn, 955 NVA Regt.
5th BE: 9513 NVA. Regt.

Hg 8: Spt Bn NVA Regt.
32nd NVA Regt.
200th VC Arty Bn

Total

Tuyen Duo

-810 VC L1“ 00..
—610 vc LF Co.

0

C
C
C
2 0'5, tth NVA Regt.

Total

-16..

SE
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335

1, 560
1,000

220

3:550

500
1100
360
1175
375
500

1,600
1100

#:610

210

150

16.9



�~� 
II Corps 

Cities Attacked, Communist Units Identified, 
and Their Strengths, by Province~ 

( Continued) 

City 

Qui Nhon City E./ 
Phu Cat~ 
An Nhon �~� 
Phy My if 
Tuy Phuoc �~� 
Hoai Nhon rJ 

Ban Me Thuot City E} 
Buon Ho~ 
Thuan Hieu £../ 
Lac Thien if 

Tuy Hoa City �~� 
1Hlm.u Xuong �~� 

Communist Units 
Identified in Attacks 

in Province 

Binh Dinh 

36th Sap Bn 
E 2 B VC LF Bn 
36B Sap Bn 
18th NVA Regt. 

Total 

Darlac 

33rd NVA Regt. 
E301 VC LF Bn 
95th NVA Regt. 
H-5 VC LF Bn 
381st VC Sap Bn 
e6th VC LF Bn 
88th VC LF Bn 
181st Mont, Bn, 95th NVA Regt, VC 
481st VC Sap Bn 

Total 

Phu Yen 

5th Bn, 95th WA Regt. 
4th Bn, 95th NVA Regt. 
30th VC Bn 
u/I El-MS, 91st NVA Regt. 
85th VC Bn & 1 NVA Plt, 

Total 

- 17 -
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Estimated 
Strength 

245 
200 
250 

1,250 

1,945 

860 
470 

1,275 
45 

200 
300 
300 
300 
200 

3,950 

28o 
260 
200 
200 
300 

l,24o 

"'"CJT ....'-.
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II Corgs

Cities Attacked, Communist Units Identified,
and Their Strengths, by Province 2/

(Continued)

Communist Units
Identified in Attacks Estimated

City in Province trength

__ Binh Dinh

Qui Nhon City'E/ 36th Sap Bn 2&5
Phu Cat _c_:/ E 2 B vc LF Bn 200
An Nhon c . 36B Sap Bn 250
Phy My 0 18th NVA Regt. 1,250
Tuy Phuoc c
Hoai Nhon E;

Total 12916

Darlec

Ban Me 'I'huot City 13/ 33rd NVA Regt. 860
Buon Ho 9/ E301 vc LF Bn LL70
Thuan Hieu c 95th NVA.Regt. 1,275
Lac Thien c H-5 VC LF Bn #5

3815t vc Sap Bn 200
86th vc LF 1331 300
88th vc LF 1311 300
181st Mont. Bn, 95th NVA Regt, V0 300
MBlst VC Sap Bn 200

Total 32950

Phu Yen

Tuy Hoe. City 1:) 5th Bn, 95th NVA Regt. 280
Hams Xuong c Ltth Bn, 95th NVA Regt. 260

30th vc Bn 200
U/I El-MS, 9lst NVA Regt. 200
85th vc Bn 3: 1 DNA Plt. 300

Total LEE

_ 137 _

W
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II Corps 

Ci ties Attacked, Communist Uni ts Identified,, 
and Their Strengths, by Province'!:./ 

( Continued) 

City 

Nha Trang City E) 
Ninh Hoa~ 
Cam Lam rf/ 

Phan Thiet City E) 
Thien Giao �~� 

Phan Rang E) 

Communist,Units 
Identifierl in Attacks 

in Province 

Khanh Hoa 

7th Bn, 18:B NVA Regt. 
8th Bn, 18:B NVA Regt. 
9th,Bn, 18:B NVA Regt. 
Nha Trang Municipal Unit 
K90 VC Sap Co. 
95th NVA Arty Bn. 
K89 VC Sap Co. 
T86th VC Sap Co. 
K91 VC Sap Co. 
T88 VC Sap Co. (Recon) 

Total 

Binh Thuem 

!+82 VC LF Br.. 
840 VC MF Bn. 
430 VC LF Co. 
2 u/I LF Co's 

Total 

Nir:h Th.1ar. 

i U/I LF Co. 

Estimated 
Strength 

205 
290 
270 
20 
35 

150 
120 
120 

35 
120 

4oo 
250 
50 

120 

820 

100 

a. Identifies all province anl distri ..,t towns reported attacked 
during the Tet offensive. Commu.nist. 1.J.nits identified in the attacks 
as listed do not necessarily correspond to the ci+,i~s and towns as 
listed. 
b. Province capital. 
c. District capit 3.1, 
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II Corps

Cities Attacked, Communist Units Identified,,
and.Their Strengths, by Province 2/

(Continued) '

Communistuunitg
Identified in Attacks Estimated

City in Province gtrength

Khanh Hoa

Nha Trang City 3/ 7th En, 18B NVA.Regt. 205
Ninh Hoa 0 8th Bn, 18B NVA.Regt. 290
Cam Lam.c 9tha, 185 NVA Regt. 27o

Nha Trang Municipal Unit 20
K90 vc Sap Co. 35
95th NVA.Arty Bn. 150
K89 vc Sap Co. 120
T86th.VC Sap Co. 120
K91 vc Sap Co. 35
T88 VC Sap Co. (Recon) . 120

Total 12365

Binh Thuan

Phan Thiet City 3/ u82 vc LF Br. too
Thien Giao 9/ 8&0 vc MF Bn. 25o

u3o vc IE‘CO. 50
2 0/1 LF Co's 120

Total §g9

Ninh.Thdwn

Phan Bang 2/ 1 U/I LF Co. 100

a. Identifies all province and district towns reported attacked
during the Tet offensive. Communist units identified in the attacks
as listed do not necessarily correspond to the cities and.towns as
listed.
b. Province capital.
c. District capital. -
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